Puppy Buyer Questionnaire

Please complete this questionnaire and return it to me.  If you need more room to answer any question than the space I have provided, please use additional sheets of paper.  Thank You.  

1. Please state your name, the names of your family members (those that will be living with your Bernese), address, phone number, e-mail address, and occupation:
2. How, where, when did you find out about Bernese Mountain Dogs?

3. What are your reasons for wanting a Bernese Mountain Dog?

4. Do you own any other pets?  If so, list all the dogs and their breed, age, sex, where dog was purchased from, whether they are spayed or neutered and what you have done with the care and training of the pet.  (Please list the same information for any other pets also.)

Also, how do you feel your current pets will accept a puppy/large dog?

5. Do you work outside the home?  If so, how many hours a day will the dog be left alone?  And where will the dog be kept while you are at work?

6. Who in your family will be primarily responsible for the following:

A. Daily care of the dog?

B. The Clean Up?

C. The Training?

D. The Vet and food bills?

E. The Dog’s exercise?
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7. If you have children, how are they around dogs, primarily large dogs?

8. How do you imagine a dog fitting into your home? (Schedule, indoor dog, outdoor dog, activities, exercise?)  Please elaborate.

9. Will the dog be allowed in your house? Will the dog live outside in a kennel? Where will the dog sleep at night?

10. Do you have a fenced in yard? Where will your dog relieve himself or herself?

11. What is the environment of your neighborhood - urban, suburban or rural?  Approximate yard size?

12. Do you own or rent your home?  If you rent, have you made sure you may keep a dog on the premises?  Do you have adequate space in your home for a Bernese?  Please describe?

13. What will be your method of restraining your dog on your property?  Please describe with some detail size, height, material, relationship to house, etc.  (Photos are great if you have them).

14. Has your family discussed the commitment of owning and caring for a Bernese?  Does EVERYONE agree?
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15. Are you willing to take your Bernese to a Beginner Obedience Class (usually a 10 week session) and before that a Puppy Kindergarten Class?  Would you be willing to devote at least 10-20 minutes a day to working on exercises learned at obedience class?  What type of training are you familiar with?

16. Are you interested in a male (dog) or female (bitch)?  Show potential or pet companion dog?  Please explain?  Are you planning to breed your Bernese, if so, what are your reasons for breeding?  If you were interested in a pet companion dog, would you be willing to spay/neuter this pet?  If you are interested a show potential dog, how long have you been showing dogs, how many shows do you attend?  Do you show yourself or do you use handlers?  Will you be willing to show this dog to its AKC or CKC Championship title?

17. What kind of temperament are you looking for in a dog?  (i.e. outgoing, quiet, spunky, loving, loyal, etc).  Please elaborate.

18. Following is a list of criteria that I would like you to rank from 1 to 5.  One being the least important, 5 being the most important.

Sex of Dog
1

2

3

4

5

Size of Dog

1

2

3

4

5

Temperament
1

2

3

4

5

Markings

1

2

3

4

5

Protection/Watch
1

2

3

4

5

Companionship
1

2

3

4

5

Playmate for kids
1

2

3

4

5

Traveling Company
1

2

3

4

5

19.  Please elaborate on any physical or character attributes you are particularly looking for in a puppy.

20. Are you committed to caring for this dog for the duration of its life?
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21. Would you be willing to X-ray your Bernese’s Hips and Elbows at 24 months of age and submit these X-rays to OFA, GDC or PennHip for evaluation? Would you be willing to have your Bernese’s eyes checked by a canine opthamologist and submit to CERF yearly?

22. Bernese shed daily and blow their coat once to twice a year, does this pose a problem with your household?  Is ANY member affected with dog hair allergies?

23. How will you exercise your Bernese?

24. Would you be willing to feed a natural diet (BARF) to your Bernese?

25. Would you agree to annual veterinarian care and proper grooming?

26. Are you familiar with the health concerns of the Breed?  The Life Span?

27. What Veterinarian will you use?  (Name, Clinic Name, address and phone)

28. Who would take care of your Bernese if you had an emergency, which took you away from your home?
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29. What will you do with the dog when you go on a vacation or a trip?

30. Would you be willing to educate the public about this breed and pet responsibility at any time?

31. If something were to unfortunately happen in your life that would prevent you from further caring for your Bernese, would you be agreeable to returning the Bernese to me immediately?

32. Do you subscribe to or read regularly  “doggie magazines”? If so please list?

33. Have you read any publications on Bernese Mountain Dogs or any Dog Training Books?  If so please list and tell me your general reaction to each.

34. Every 6 months to 1 year or so I send out a questionnaire to all my puppy buyers asking questions about the puppies and requesting pictures or videos.  Would you have any problem with this?

35. Would you be willing to send photos of your Bernese at 6, 12, 18, 24 months and then yearly to the stud dog owner and I?  Would you be willing to keep me informed of how your dog is doing, health, training issues, etc.?

36. Do you intend to participate in any of the following with your Bernese?  

Conformation Shows

Obedience Trials

Herding Trials

Schutzhund 

Hiking

Draft/Carting

Tracking/Search and Rescue

Sledding/Ski-jouring

Jogging

Therapy Work

Other
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37. What do you expect of your dog’s breeder?

38. Please provide 2 references, which would have knowledge of your responsible dog ownership.  This may include dog trainers, other Bernese owners who know you, other dog owners who know you, your veterinarian, friends, and neighbors.  Please provide name, address, and phone number, relationship and e-mail address if available.

39. Would you be willing to sign a contract to purchase your puppy?

40. Do you have any questions or further comments you would like to share?

Date:



Signature






Again, THANK YOU for completing this questionnaire. Please sign and date this questionnaire above.  Please contact me after you forward this to me to discuss your responses and any further questions you may have for me.

Kim Doig

Box 5335
Airdrie, AB
Canada T4B 2T9
(403)335-8158
kim@bernesedogs.com

